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A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


Wanted: Original Tricks for New Video 


If you’ve always wanted to star in a video production, 
here’s your chance. 

Yo-Yo Times is preparing a video of all-new yo-yo tricks 
to share with its readers. 

That’s where your input is needed. The video will star 
you —the readers. 

Record your original tricks, routines, etc. with your home 
video camera and send the original tape along to us. For com- 
plete details on how to prepare your submission, see the ar- 
ticle “We’re Going to Make You a Star!” in the July-August 
issue of Yo-Yo Times. (If you do not have that issue, call us 
and we’ll send you a copy.) 

_ Everyone who appears on the tape will get an automatic 
six-month extension on their subscription to Yo-Yo Times 
and a free copy of the video tape as well as the opportunity to 
purchase additional copies of the tape at the wholesale cost. 

We would like to have the tape out in time for Christmas, 
so send your completed videos by Sept. 30 to “New Yo-Yo 
Tricks Video,” Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 
22070. (If you can’t make that deadline, please call us and let 
us know that your tape is on the way antl when you expect to 
have it. We’d like to include you!) 


Yo-Yoers are “A” and “B” Students! 


Once again, our latest survey has reached the same con- 
clusion as our earlier one: Yo-yoers are not only better stu- 
dents, they are outstanding students. 

is past spring we surveyed our readers, asking them to 
send in their report cards. Their collective grade point 
average (GPA) was 3.4. 

This time, we asked them to send us their final report 
cards for the year. The average came out an unbelievable 
3.87! On a scale of A = 4,B = 3,C = 2andD = 1, that’s a 
solid “A” average! 

Altogether, the report cards sent to us contained 145 
“A’s,” 19 “B’s” and only one “C.” 

If your teacher wants to take your yo-yo away from you, 
show him or her this story! 

But — and this is equally important — there is a right time 
and a right place to yo-yo. When you should be studying and 
paying attention in class, that is not the right time! 


And the Winner Is... 


As before, we promised a free subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times to two readers who sent us their report cards. We 
asked our five-year-old son, who is just starting both kinder- 
garten and yo-yoing, to reach in the pile and pull out the win- 
ners. 

at eae to Minh Nguyen, now a 10th grader, of 
Louisville, Kent., and Monte Faul, now a 6th grader, of Man- 
don, N.D., who win a one-year and a six-month subscription, 
respectively. 
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Time to Renew Your Subscription 


Thanks to the extra funds provided by American Spin- 
ners and Design in Wood, whose special inserts are in- 
cluded with this issue, we were able to send this extra copy 
of Yo-Yo Times to a number of readers whose subscrip- 
tions have expired. To tell if you are one of these, check 
the mailing label on the envelope that this issue came in. 
The date in the upper-right-hand corner is the month and 
year in which your subscription expired. (For example, 
“11/89” means your subscription will expire with the 
November-December 1989 issue. “7/89” means it expired 
with our previous issue.) 

If it has expired, you will not receive another renewal 
notice or issue. If you wish to renew, send along your 
check (see address on the coupon on page 10) and mark it 
“RE WAL.” 

If your subscription expires with this issue or the next 
one, we have included a subscription renewal statement 
along with this issue. Send it back to us with your check so 
that you won’t miss a single issue. 

Please do everyone a big favor and send us your 
renewal check right away. Unlike the big publications you 
are receiving, we are a small operation with only two 
employees (husband and wife), and we don’t have the staff 
or resources to send multiple renewal invoices. 

So, if you know your subscription has expired or is 
about to expire, send your renewal today, even before you 
get your invoice. Be sure to indicate that your check is for 
a renewal, not a new subscription. You'll be doing us both 
a big favor. And, to save you and us trouble in the future, 
why not renew for two years or three, at the special dis- 
count rate? 

One year’s subscription is $12; two years, $18; and 
three years, $24 (best deal). Send it in today! Thanks! 


A Full-Fledged Magazine? 


We have toyed with the idea of turning Yo-Yo Times into 
a full-fledged magazine. What do you think of the idea? 

Starting a real magazine is an extremely expensive 
proposition. Most of a magazine’s revenues come from adver- 
tisers. The question is, “Are there enough yo-yo advertisers 
willing to buy full-page ads to support a full-fledged 
magazine?” 

A magazine would give us more space for more articles. 
With the newsletter, we feel pinched by being confined to 
eight pages (this issue’s 10 pages are unusual; we expect to be 
back to eight pages next issue). We have a number of good ar- 
ticles submitted by our readers that remain “in the can” (i-e., 
ready to go but not yet published) simply because we haven’t 
had the space to run them. Also, we have been limited to 
printing tricks that do not require illustrations because we 
have had little or no room for pictures. 

Our readers include many individuals who are interested 
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New Video from Nennis McBride 


“Gallery of Unbelievable 2-Handed YoYo Tricks” 
90-minutes. More than 30 tricks. $29.95 postpaid. 
Still available: "The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video" 

More than 30 basic to advanced tricks. $24.95 postpaid. 
Special offer with purchase of both tapes: Mention this ad, 
and receive a FREE, limited edition, Dennis McBride 
model Hummingbird Rainbow Trickster. 

Send your check today to: 

Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805/297-5713 
in other spinning props, including tops, diablos, skiddles, 
gyroscopes and ropes. Therefore, we believe the magazine 
should cover other spinning toys and sports. 

Another question is, What should we call it? Should we 
go for a simple title such as “Spin,” a more complex title such 
as “Yo-Yos, Tops, Spinners,” or what? We need your ideas. 
By expanding our focus, we would also be able to attract a 
greater variety of advertisers. Their added revenues would 
allow us to publish a greater variety of articles by increasing 
the size of the magazine. 

Do you like the idea? What sports and what toys should 
the magazine cover? In addition to the standard yo-yo com- 
panies, who might be potential advertisers? (If you are a 
manufacturer and would like to be an advertiser, please let 
us know!) How much would you be willing to pay for a sub- 
scription? What types of articles would you like to see in- 
cluded? Are you a writer with an idea for a regular column 
you could submit to us? Are you interested in investing in 
this new enterprise? 

Send us your ideas. Address your letters to “Yo-Yo 
Magazine,” P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070. 


Mark Your Calendar: L.A. in July 1990 


The oft-announced, oft-delayed First International Yo- 
Yo Convention is on for July 17-21, 1990, at the University of 
Southern California at Los Angeles (UCLA). 

The yo-yo convention will actually be a subset of the 
much larger International Jugglers Association annual con- 
vention, which is scheduled for those dates. We will be pig- 
gybacking on their efforts. 

We are currently i he dee the IJA to schedule a 
series of yo-yo-oriented workshops and performances that 
will complement the IJA’s juggling workshops, contests, 
stage shows and so on. 

Why are we running our convention this way? For a 
couple of reasons. 

First, we attended the IJA convention in Baltimore in 
July and were extremely impressed with how well it was run, 
how enthusiastic its participants were, and how well the yo- 
yo workshop conducted by Paul Kyprie and Yo-Yo Times 
editor Stuart Crump fit right in with the general spirit and 
purpose of the IJA. 

Also, we particularly enjoyed mingling with the jugglers, 
who are an innovative, inventive, creative, enthusiastic 
bunch. We found that many of the juggling workshops fit in 
perfectly with the art of yo-yoing, sessions such as the 
workshops by Benny Rheel on showmanship and by Paul 
Kyprie on “handedness.” 

Second, the IJA did such a great job of handling the logis- 
tics of the event--basic yet difficult and confusing things such 
as housing, meals and registration--that we decided, “Why 
reinvent the wheel?” 

Finally, as Paul Kyprie pointed out to us, yo-yoing has 
benefited by getting jugglers interested in adding the yo-yo to 
their act. Jugglers are a creative bunch. Give them a yo-yo, 
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and they'll create new tricks and new routines. Also, they per- 
form regularly to large audiences. If they can be encouraged 
to add a few yo-yo moves to their act, they will help spread 
the philosophy of yo to ever-increasing numbers of people — 
more than we can hope to reach by ourselves. It’s the ul- 
timate win-win situation. Everyone benefits: the jugglers, the 
yo-yoers, the audiences and the yo-yo itself. 

Because we are conducting our convention under the 
aegis of the IJA, all registrations and other arrangements will 
be made through the IJA, not through Yo-Yo Times. Anyone 
can attend an IJA convention for one day; to attend more 
than one day, you have to join the IJA, which is a modest in- 
vestment of $20 per year. Your membership includes a sub- 
scription to IJA’s delightful magazine, Jugglers World. 

If the idea intrigues you, contact the IJA directly. Write 
to Tom Bennett, 1320 Louisiana, Akron, OH 44314, 216/753- 
1185, and ask for information on joining the association and 
attending next year’s convention. In the meantime, we will 
keep you posted about the role that yo-yoing will play at that 
convention. 


Smothers Brothers Tour Continues 


Here is a listing of upcoming appearances by Tom and 
Dick Smothers for September and October. If you have any 
questions about any of these appearances, check your local 
newspaper or call the theater directly: 

Sept. 14-20, Harrah’s Hotel, Reno, NV; Sept. 22, Wente 
Bros. Winery Amphitheater, Livermore, CA; Sept. 23, Kern 
County Fair, Bakersfield, CA; Sept. 24, El Camino College, 
Torrance, CA; Sept. 29, Wexner Center for the Visual Arts, 
Columbus, OH; Sept. 30, Memorial Hall, Dayton, OH; Oct. 
1, Front Row Theatre, Highland Heights, OH; Oct. 3, Civic 
Center, Madison, WI; Oct. 4, Illinois State University, 
Braden Auditorium, Normal, IL; Oct. 5, Centre East, Skokie, 
IL; Oct. 6, Naperville North Central College, Naperville, IL; 
Oct. 7, Riverside Theater, Milwaukee, WI; Oct. 8, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, IL; Oct. 12, Lubbock Municipal 
Coliseum, Lub! a, TX; Oct. 13-14, Tarrant County Conven- 
tion Center, Fort Worth, TX; Oct. 15, Rudder Auditorium, 
Texas A&M University, College Station, TX; Oct. 19-Nov. 8, 
Desert Inn Hotel, Las Vegas, NV; Nov. 24-26, Trop World 
Casino, Atlantic City, NJ. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


Are you looking for an old yo-yo friend or teacher you’ve 
lost touch with? Share the information with us. 

If you know the whereabouts of or have other informa- 
tion about anyone whose name appears in this section, con- 
tact us at Yo-Yo Times, and we’ll put you in touch with the in- 
dividual who placed the original request. 


Al Gallo 


I’d like to know whatever happened to Al Gallo, the 
owner of National Yo-Yo in Canada. When I won the all-city 
contest in 1968, they had a photographer taking some shots. I 
wonder if Gallo still has them. 

Mark Kersey, 139 Chatham Ave., Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada M4J 1K8, 416/466-0749. 


Michael B. Thompson 


Somewhere out there in yo-yo land is a young man, 
probably in elementary school, named Michael B. 
Thompson. He sent us a card asking us to send him a sample 
issue of Yo-Yo Times newsletter, but he neglected to include 
his street address. We sent a copy to Garden Grove, Calif., 
where he apparently lives, with a pleading note on the en- 


velope asking the post office to make an extra effort to 
deliver it, but it was returned with an unsympathetic rubber 
stamp on it, “Insufficient Address.” 

Does anyone know how we can get a sample copy of Yo- 
Yo Times to Michael? Help! 


Yo-Yos Show at Washington Gift Show 


Several hundreds of manufacturers and distributors dis- 
played their wares to the gift-store trade at the annual 
Washington (D.C.) Gift Show in August, but only a few com- 
panies were showing yo-yos. (Note: The Washington Gift 
Show is for the trade only; no public is allowed to attend. 
Therefore, the toys we are reporting on here are available 
only for quantity purchases as, for example, by a toy store. If 
pee like to purchase one of these toys, check with your 
ocal toy store, or contact the manufacturer and ask for the 
name of the store nearest you where they are available.) 


Novelty Yo-Yos 


Among the products we saw were a pair of cute yo-yos 
from the B, Shackman line of products. One has a Santa 
Claus on the side, the other has a teddy bear. They're not 
designed for serious play, but nice for your collection. One 
drawback: The minimum order is three dozen, so look for 
them at your favorite toy or gift store. (The Santa yo-yo is 
product number 80325 and the teddy bear yo-yo is product 
number 30542). For quantity purchases, contact MacVan As- 
sociates, Bruce MacDonnell, 6908 Courageous Circle, Burke, 
VA 22015, 703/644-5440, 


Newton’s Yo-Yo: Noisy but Fun 


Also at the Washington Gift Show, we came across 
“Newton’s Yo-Yo” at two of the booths. Bill Hones, presi- 
dent of Fascinations, Toys & Gifts Inc., 309 S. Cloverdale, 
Suite D47, Seattle, WA 98108, told us of how the Consumer 
Products Safety Commission (CPSC) almost removed the 
Newton’s Yo-Yo, a perfectly safe toy, from the market be- 
cause it appeared to meet the definition of a “Clacker Ball,” 
a dangerous toy that the CPSC banned in the early 1970s. In 
addition to being a lot of fun to play with, the Newton’s Yo- 
Yo illustrates two of Newton’s laws of motion. 

The toy consists of two small plastic balls attached to two 
stiff plastic pieces that.rotate around an axle, or handle. To 
play with the “yo-yo,” you grasp the handle and move it in 
such a way that the balls spin around the handle and collide 
with each other. Each collision produces a loud “clack” plus 
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a variety of special effects that are fun to play with. Also, the 
ba requires some practice to become skillful with. Hones 
told us he won the fight at the CPSC by successfully lobbying 
them to change the definition of a “Clacker Ball” so that the 
Newton’s Yo-Yo no longer falls within it. 

”The toy has been on the market for two years, and no 
one has ever been injured by it, and no one ever claimed that 
it is hazardous,” Hones said. “The only problem was that it 
seemed to fit the definition of a banned, hazardous product — 
which it isn’t!” 

The other company displaying the product, Good Ideas 
Company, P.O. Box 3512, Madison, WI 53704, is also the 
largest distributor of the Newton’s Yo-Yo. Owner Gary N- 
Ski (that’s how he spells his name; his full name is 
Nowobielski, but he doesn’t expect you to remember it) of- 
fers them in case lots of 48. As a special offer to Yo-Yo Times 
readers, he will ship a single Newton’s Yo-Yo to you for 
$4.95 postpaid. He tells us it glows under black light, which 
means it could add variety as well as a bit of pizazz to your 
act. 


Handsome Display Cases 


The other company showing yo-yos at the show also sells 
only to stores. Channel Craft, Oak Street, Box 543, Ellsworth, 
PA 15331, offers a varied line of all-natural toys and games 
such as jacks, wooden kazoos and marbles. 


e ABZ Toys is now a division of ZBA Inc., 502 Broad- 
way, Schenectady, NY 12305, 518/393-8150. Company presi- 
dent Tony Costanzo told us that when the company moved 
from California to New York, it had to change its incor- 
porated name because the name “ABZ” hdl already been in- 
corporated by another (non-toy) firm in New York. To avoid 
conflicts, he incorporated as ZBA Inc. He will continue to 
use his old packaging until it is exhausted; new packaging will 
say, “ABZ Toys, a division of ZBA Inc.” The products will 
remain the same, including the YoYo-Pal (yo-yo in belt 
holder) and YO* “for performance to the second power.” 

e If you’re looking for a wood-turning company that can 
turn out thousands of yo-yo halves and axles, contact W.J. 
Cowee, Box 248, Berlin, NY 12022, 518/658-2233. Ask for Jim 
Vincent. W.J. Cowee is a 91-year-old woodworking company 
which, among its many products, produces yo-yo parts. But, 
please don’t call and try to order one yo-yo. “We deal in 
volume orders only,” explained operations manager Jim Vin- 
cent. The company produces yo-yo parts, which you then as- 
semble into completed yo-yos yourself. Cowee can also do 
custom-designed yo-yo parts. 

e Alan Amaral, chairman and CEO of Yomega Corp., 
1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 02720, 617/672-7399, tells 
us that “sales have at least doubled over last year....We’ve 
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demonstrations of yo as well as teach basic and advanced 
tricks. One of their original effects is what they call “The Yo- 
Tem Pole.” 

Paul is in the middle. Rob climbs up on his shoulder, and 
Mark kneels at his feet. All three of them perform two- 
handed “loop the loop.” Terrific effect and a real crowd 
pleaser. 

Warning: Don’t try this until you’ve reached an extremely 
advanced state of yo—all three of you! As Paul explained it: 
“We've had a couple of casualties. P’ve been hit in the head a 
couple of times.” Fortunately, most of the “casualties” are no 
more series than tangled strings. 


Spaghetti and Meatballs” 
Dennis Lesley, “Captain Yo,” Birmingham, Alabama 

This is a two-handed version of “Spaghetti.” With a yo-yo 
in each hand, throw two good sleepers. 

Then, bring your hands together without touching the yo- 
Nei Wind the two strings like spaghetti around your index 

ingers. Knowing how to do the one-handed version helps. 

You now have twice as much spaghetti. The two yo-yos 
are your “Meatballs.” 

Hold the “spaghetti” up to your mouth and make a loud 
slurping sound. Release the strings at the same time and the 
yo-yos will return home. 

A loud burp ends this trick nicely. 


”The Double Whammy” 
Taro Yamashita, “The Master of Yo,” Littleton, Mass. 01460 


(1) Start as if you were going to do a “Man on the Flying 
Trapeze” in a front-to-back orientation relative to your body. 
Do not catch the yo-yo on the string. Let it swing around 
your finger once, just as with the “Pinwheel.” Remember not 
to let the string get wrapped around your forefinger. You will 
eth to curl your finger so that the yo-yo doesn’t fall to the 

oor. 

___ (2) When the yo-yo swings around the second time, catch 
it on the string, just as with the “Man on the Flying Trapeze.” 
3) While in the trapeze, allow maximum slack. With 
your yo-yo finger (right middle), push the other two strings 
(the ones over your left forefinger) away from your body so 


A New Jersey college stu- 

o dent and yo-yo enthusiast, 
oy 19-year-old Colleen is aspir- 

ing towards business orienta- 
tion after graduation. "I like to 
practice at home, the beach, 
the park, wherever | go," she 
says. "Besides yoing in my 
free time, | enjoy running, 
biking and aerobics." She will 
represent American Spinners 
© YoYo Corp. in its advertising 
and marketing as well as ap- 
paear at trade shows and 
other functions where the 
company exhibits. Watch for 
multi-pose posters, T-shirts, 
jackets, emblems, pins, hats 
and badges. 


American Spinners 


MISS AMERICAN SPINNERS 


YoYo Corp. 
57 Willowbrooks Blvd. 
iA /_ Suite 406 
pS . CWWayne, NJ 07470 
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Christmas Catalogue 
this issue 


Amaze your 
Friends 


ken picou design in wood 
5508 montview 
austin, tx 78756 


that the yo-yo circles around your left hand. Let the yo-yo go 
in a full circle, so that it ends up in the same position it 
started in. This is just like the first part of “Ferris Wheel.” 

®) Repeat step number 3, but the second time around, 
catch the yo-yo on the pes again, just like “Double Man on 
the Flying eal You should end up with four strings 
over your left finger 

(5) Release the yo-yo just as for “Double Man on the 
Flying Trapeze.” 

This trick is basically the same as “Double Man on the 
Flying Trapeze,” but with an extra circular motion before 
each time that the yo-yo lands on the string. This trick looks 
best when done in one fluid motion, without stops and starts 
that make it look rough and choppy. 


”*Baby’s First Steps” 
Ted Eckel, Louisville, Kentucky 


Here’s a nice follow-up trick to “Rock the Baby.” It’s 
easy to do but takes a bit of explaining. 

Throw a sleeper and form the cradle for “Rock the 
Baby.” Once you’ve formed the cradle, kneel down to the 
floor and announce that the “baby” is going to take its first 
steps. 

‘Bring the bottom of the cradle to the floor. The hand that 
forms the base of the cradle should actually be touching the 
floor. Swing the yo-yo through the cradle a few times. 

As the yo-yo is swinging through the cradle, gently lower 
the yo-yo so it touches the ground, giving the string some 
slack so the yo-yo does a miniature “walk the dog” through 
the string cradle. 

Let the yo-yo “walk” a few inches, then stand back up, 
releasing the cradle and giving the yo-yo a slight tug to bring 
it back to the palm of your hand. 

If you did it right, your little baby has taken its first steps. 

In the event that it didn’t work the first time you try to do 
it, say, “Oops” and tell your audience the baby stumbled and 
a ear everything is okay because he/she landed on his/her 

ottom! 


*Dog Bites Around the Corner” 
Aaron Sugiura, S. San Francisco, Calif. 

Do an “Around the Corner.” When you tug the string to 
return the yo-yo, make the yo-yo bite the back of your shirt 
sleeve. 

To conclude the trick, tug on the pune again to remove 
the yo-yo from your sleeve, then go directly into a “Shoot the 
Moon.” 


“The Triple Trapeze” 


“Fast Eddie” McDonald, Toronto, Canada 


This trick exploits the similarity between “The Man on 
the Flying Trapeze” and the tricks “Double or Nothing” and 
“Triple of Nothing.” 

Do each of those tricks, one at a time, catch the yo-yo, 


been putting in all kinds of overtime hours [trying to keep up 
with the demand].” The company’s new model, the long-spin- 
ning Outrageous Yo, “is doing extremely well.” Amar 

reports that he has received a patent on the Outrageous’ free- 
spinning axle system. Fan mail for the new yo-yo has been 
“overwhelming. People who could never get even a Yomega 
to work before tell us they are doing quite well with the Out- 
rageous.” New for next year: Yomega is developing a Super 
90 series of yo-yos in different colors including the “interna- 
tional colors” such as bright orange and green “which almost 
glow in the dark.” Also possible, a Yomega that does glow in 
the dark. Watch for them. 

e The Cheerio wooden yo-yo is coming back — and at an 
extremely inexpensive price, too. Ralph P. Gadiel, president 
of the new Cheerio Toy Co., 600 Central Ave., Suite 214, 
Highland Park, IL 60035, 312/433-0160,told Yo-Yo Times 
that his company plans to begin marketing a line of Cheerio 
wooden yo-yos beginning in early 1990 that will sell for a sug- 

ested retail price of $1.79. Each yo-yo will come with a trick 

ooklet and two extra strings. "When I was a teenager in 
Philadelphia, I was an avid Duncan player,” Gadiel told us. "I 
won every badge they offered. It’s always been my goal one 
day to go into the yo-yo business." Earlier this year he began 
searching for a source of inexpensive, quality wooden yo-yos 
and found one in the Philippines, with a company that used 
to make them during the boom days of the 1950s. How did 
he come by the Cheerio name? "We discovered that the 
Cheerio name had been abandoned in the 1950s, so we have 
reestablished it. We have trademarked the name and 
reregistered the logos through the patent and trademark of- 
fice, and we have incorporated the company," he said. "I’ve 
talked to major drug and toy retail chains, and they’re all in- 
terested in taking the product on for distribution." 

e If you are a yo-yo demonstrator, send your name, ad- 
dress and phone number along to Chuck Zornig at the Inter- 
national Yo-Yo Institute, 1030 N. Dearborn, #309, Chicago, 
IL 60610, 312/988-YOYO (9696), and also to the editor at Yo- 
Yo Times. We are both maintaining lists of active 
demonstrators to assist anyone who is looking for a 
demonstrator to find one. Please include information such as 
relevant biographical details, clippings about you, letters of 
reference from your clients, your fee, and so on. 

e Bob Baybrook, “the Duke of Yo”, is starting a yo-yo 
group in the New England/northeastern New York area and 
wants to hear from you. Contact him directly at RD #1, Box 
1220, Enosburg, VT 05450, 802/933-5209. 

e Bob’s daughter, Jennifer, “The Yo-Yo Princess” and 
the youngest professional yo-yoer in the country, now has her 
own yo-yo. It’s a rainbow series Trickster from Hummingbird 
Toy Co. and has her name on one side. They're available 
directly from the Baybrook family for $6 postpaid at RD #1, 
Box 1220, Enosburg, VT 05450. 

e The Yo-Yo Man instructional video has become 
Kodak’s best seller. It’s sold over 200,000 copies and hasn’t 
hit the Christmas market yet for this year. Kodak has or- 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 

= A complete compendium of 

yo-yo tricks and history. 

Everything from Rock-the- 

/ Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 

‘ all here: 83 pages lavishly 

‘ illustrated, photographed, and 

packaged with our own maple wood 

yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 

‘ ‘Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 

/ catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 

“/ Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 
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Yo-Yo's for Collectors and Players Alike. 


The new Model 22 is a one piece rock maple yo-yo 
dynamically balanced and exquisitly painted. 
Pf” gts Model 23 is a one piece yo-yo with 
° di \, natural finish. More models are in 
1 the works. Write for details and 
gel on our mailing list. 
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Yovo? (Bird in. Hand 


847 W. Sth St. Chico, CA 95928 


dered 250,000 more copies. “We are planning to begin 
production on an advanced tape in early 1990,” SmoBro 
Productions associate producer Marcy Carriker told us.. 

e The Smothers Brothers Fan Club wants you to com 
Here’s what you’ll get when you join: A photograph of Tom 
and Dick Smothers (signed by them), an official Fan Club 
membership card (signed by you), a full-color poster of the 
Yo-Yo Man in action, the SmoBro Newsletter, a “Just Say 
YO!” bumper sticker, two Smothers Brothers patches, a biog- 
raphy of the brothers, a silhouette sticker of the brothers and 
a listing of their concert appearances. To join, send your 
check or money order for $8 for your first year’s membership 
to: Smothers Brothers Fan Club, P.O. Box 74130, Los An- 
geles, CA 90004. 

e In other news, the Smothers Brothers will be honored 
twice during the month of November. On Nov. 2, they will 
receive a Hollywood Star on the Walk of Fame in Los An- 
geles, Calif. They will also be honored by the Museum of 
Broadcasting at a special tribute on November 21 in New 
York. The Museum event is not open to the public. There is 
still no word about when the Brothers may return to 
television. Letters to your local CBS affiliates might help. 

e It’s not a yo-yo, but it spins and was created by that 
wizard of the yo-yo, “Dr. Yo” Tom Kuhn. It’s called 
American Spin Top Skittles. Specially p=, me long-spin- 
ning maple skittle tops are launched by pulling a string from 
a gate. As they spin, they carom wildly around a maze of 
gates inside an alder and birch wood box (16x32x4 1/2” in 
size); your score depends on how many of the 12 pins are 
knocked over. Each game comes with 12 pins; 5 tops; rub- 
ber-padded, screw-in leveler feet for the box; string; and in- 
structions for several games. “It’s a totally new version of an 
ancient and popular English pub gambling game,” Kuhn 
said. “It’s exciting fun for children as well as adults and al- 
lows children to compete with adults evenly.” Regularly 

riced at $150, it is available at a special discount price of 
$100 to YYT readers directly from Tom Kuhn Custom Yo 
Yos, 2383 California St., San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921- 
8138. 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We’ll continue to print as 
many as we can. Rest assured that we haven’t overlooked 
yours. It’s in our ever-bulging folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are primarily 
those that can be described in words without pictures, We 
don’t have room for lots of pictures in the newsletter. 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary can- 
didates for the book we are assembling of new yo-yo tricks. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive a free 6- 
month extension on your subscription. And if your trick is 
selected “Trick of the Month,” you get a year’s subscription 


as our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the yo-yo to 
continue developing as the greatest of all toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you'll receive a free, 
autographed copy by the author/editor, Professor Yo-Yo. 
(Note: Just to protect ourselves in the future, please be ad- 
vised that sending us your trick means that you are giving us 

ermission pod it in the newsletter and subsequent 
ooks. You will, of course, receive full credit in both places 
as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right-handed 
yoist. If you’re left-handed, make the appropriate changes 
when following the directions. 


”*Two-Handed Breakaway” 
Mark Kersey, Toronto, Ontario 


First, practice doing the breakaway with both hands until 
you can do it equally well in each direction. 

Then, practice throwing both yo-yos in opposite direc- 
tions at the same time. It looks spectacular when both yos ap- 
pear to hang out in midair at the same time. 

Or you can alternate tosses, first the right, then the left, 
then the right, etc., concluding by tossing them both at the 
same time, for an effective finale. 


*The Double Play” 


To perform this trick, first you will have to learn the “in- 
tercepted Pass”: Throw a forward pass with your right hand. 
As the yo-yo returns, quickly thrust your left hand out and 
catch the returning YO-YO. Voila! An “intercepted pass”! 

To perform a “Double Play,” throw a fast sleeper with 
your left-hand yo-yo, Then, throw a forward pass with your 
right-hand yo-yo. As the forward pass comes back, reach 
over with your left hand and “intercept” it. 

Meanwhile, the jerking action of moving your left hand to 
perform the interception will cause the sleeping yo-yo to 
wind up. As it returns up the string, quickly reach your right 
hand downward and “intercept” it. 

Try for a simultaneous catch. 

This is a stupid yo-yo trick. It’s difficult to perform and is 
totally unimpressive to watch. It happens so quickly that your 
audience is likely to miss it completely. And even if they see 
it, they won’t be the least-bit interested in seeing you do it 
again. 

A variation (which we have yet to master ourselves): “The 


Trick of the Month 
”Back Jack” 


Scott Musgrave, “The Yo-Yo Illusionist” 
Durham, N.C. 


I get laughs with this stupid yo-yo trick. 

First, I lie down flat on my back, bring my legs up 
and touch heels together, keeping my legs open in an 
“O” shape. 

Next, I throw the yo-yo up and over my heels. The 


yo-yo swings down between my legs, pinwheeling (as 
the string is caught between the heels), going around 
two times. 

I time the yo-yo’s swing so that I open my legs on 
“iad A swing, returning it to my hand. Then I stand 

ack up. 

This trick is harder than it sounds. The string has a 
tendency to bunch up, but I do it most of the time. 

I tried it barefoot, and the string slipped through 
my heels and bonked me in the face. Thank goodness I 
didn’t throw it hard enough to do some damage. Make 
sure your heels are pressed together tightly. 


New! “Woody” Yo-Yo and B 


--Speciall!-- 


WOODY YO-YO & 
WORLD ON A STRING BOOK 
YO-YO TIMES SPECIAL 


$15.00 postpaid 
Yo-Yo Only $8.00 postpaid 
Book Only $12.00 postpaid 


TOM KUHN CUSTOM YOYOS 
D 2383 CALIFORNIA ST. PHONE ORDERS 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 415/921-8138 


Double Interception.” Throw a forward pass with your right 
hand, quickly followed by a forward pass with your left hand. 
Intercept the returning right yo-yo with a left-handed 

catch; then quickly intercept the left yo-yo with a right- 
handed oath, Extremely difficult, and quite boring to watch. 
Definitely a candidate for the “stupid yo-yo tricks” depart- 
ment. 


*The Chicago Loop” 

This one gets a laugh. 

Throw repeated “loop-the-loops.” After a half dozen or 
so, without stopping the looping, announce that you will now 
do “The Chicago Loop.” 

Say to the audience: “As you know, Chicago is the Windy 
City. Would you all please blow on my yo-yo.” Blow on it 
yourself at the same time. Then say, “There you have it! The 
Chicago Loop!” 

If you have the kind of sense of humor that allows it, you 
could segue into “The Machine Gun,” followed by “Behind 
Bars” (both of which are described in Helaine Zeiger’s book, 
available from Tom Kuhn Custom Yo-Yos), commenting 
that Chicago used to be famous for other things as well. 
However, we do not do this because we love Chicago. 


*Shoot the Moon Under the Leg” 
Ben Tolpin, Wilmington, Del. 


Throw repeated “loop the loops.” Quickly lift your leg 
and do one loop under your leg. As the yo-yo comes back, go 
into a “Shoot the Moon” either inside or outside of your leg. 


*Back up the Falls” 
Matt Linnell, Albuquerque, N.M. 

Throw a fast sleeper. Jerk your hand backwards. As the 
yo-yo returns, throw your hand forward, looping the yo-yo 
around behind << hand, shooting the yo-yo straight for- 
ward in front of you, sending it “Back up the Falls.” 


*Starry Night with a Full Moon” 
Tuey Wilson, Lakeville, Minn. 

Throw a “Halley's Comet”. [This trick appeared in the 
April-May 1988 issue of Yo-Yo Times. Throw a “Man on the 
ying Trapeze,” keeping your hands about 18 inches apart. 

With your string hand, form a one-handed star.] 

Take the string loop off of your left finger and hook it 
over your right thumb, so that the yo-yo hangs under the star. 

To undo it: Unhook the loop with the left hand and drop 
the string to wind up the yo-yo. 

This trick looks very effective with a lighted yo-yo. 


*The Yo-Tem Pole” 
The Ambassadors of Yo, Chico, Calif. 

The Ambassadors of Yo, Robert Litton (age 11), Mark 
Litton (age 13) and Paul Buethe (age 17), perform teamwork 
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and move quickly to the next one in the sequence, each time 
announcing, “Single! Double! Triple!” 

_ Then, while in the “Triple” formation, let one of the 
strings slip off your finger, turning the formation into a 
“Double or Nothing.” At the same time, announce, 
“Double!” Drop another string, announcing, “Single!” 

. aaa release the last string and return the yo-yo to your 
and. 


Barney Akers at 80: A True Legend 


Barney Akers is a man who excels at everything he puts 
his mind to. “Barney could have been a golf pro if herd 
wanted to,” his first cousin, Don Duncan, said. 
Instead, he 
entered the 
profession 
popularized by his 
> uncle, his 
- mother’s brother, 
~ Donald Duncan. 
Born on Oct. 1, 
1909, Barney was 
just about the 
right age to begin 
serious yo-yoing 
when Duncan 
began his first 
major promotion 
in the U.S. in the 
late 1920s. 

“I worked on 
learning the yo-yo 
for 2 or 3 years 
before I went on 
the road in 1932,” 
Akers recalled 
during a recent in- 
terview with Yo- 
Yo Times. The 
dean of yo-yoers, 
he has been (until 
his retirement at 
age 67) a profes- 
sional since going 
to work for his 
uncle, Donald 
Duncan Sr. in 
1932. “I did that 
for 52 years,” he 

= said. He still 
makes occasional promotional appearances on behalf of his 
first cousin, Donald Duncan Sr.’s son Don Duncan, who is 
president of Playmaxx Inc., which makes the long-spinning 
Pro-Yo. (The Duncan family is no longer connected with the 
original Duncan Yo-Yo company, which was sold to Flam- 
beau Plastics Corp. in 1968.) 

As a demonstrator, he was tops. “He was one of the best 
with the kids,” the younger Duncan told us. 

“We used to say that if you put Akers alone in the middle 
of a vacant lot, in 15 minutes he’d collect a crowd,” one of his 
students, Carl Bates, now of Spinmaster International, said. 

Akers did more than just demonstrate. He was in charge 
of coordinating one of Duncan’s teams of demonstrators in 
the field. 

He has been credited with inventing the training methods 
and contests that made the yo-yo so popular. Although quite 
talkative under most conditions, he is a modest man and has 
to be prompted repeatedly to get him to talk about his own 


achievements. 

“This thing [a yo-yo boom] doesn’t just take off by itself,” 
Akers said. “When a kid buys a yo-yo and finds they can’t do 
anything with it, it doesn’t hold their interest. That’s why we’d 
have to go back {and teach classes] as many times as it 
takes....I’d start off doing tricks to attract a crowd and 
generate interest, but you can’t just do a few tricks and ex- 
pect everybody to want one. You have to work with 
them....Teaching is a lot of hard work.” 

He developed the contest system to stimulate interest and 
help promote sales. “I thought we should have a system like 
the way they teach sports such as basketball and keep a score 
sheet,” he said. 

Before he came along, ae youngsters was more or 
less a haphazard process. “Most of the demonstrators didn’t 
have any system for their contests,” Akers said. “They'd just 
get the kids in a bunch and have them do a couple of tricks, 
then start them all looping. The last one looping would win. 
That’s not a contest. They use score sheets in baseball and all 
the other sports. So I started keeping a score sheet. They had 
to do tricks one at a time.” 

He came up with a list of 8 or 10 basic tricks and the con- 
test format, complete with the tie breaker: the number of 
repeated “loop the loops.” “I was trying to get the contests so 
they could be run on a sensible basis. The kids had to know 
the rules and what to expect....I figured yo-yoing is a sport. 
After all, it involves a high degree of skill. If you’re going to 
call a yo-yo a ‘toy,’ you have to call a baseball, basketball 
or golf ball a ‘toy.’ 

”T wanted to see the kids get good. The better they were, 
the easier it was to run the contest.” 

When we visited him in Charleston, W.Va., near his home 
in Kenova, W.Va., he apologized for being a bit rusty in his 
yo-yo playing. But he was being modest. He whipped two yo- 
yos around like a professional. 

Yo-yos aren’t for kids only. “Some people think that only 
kids play with yo-yos,” he explained. “They don’t know what 
they’re talking about! I remember bumping into a fellow 
recently who was purchasing a yo-yo. I asked him, ‘Is that for 
your kid?’ He turned to me and said, ‘Let him buy his own. 
He’s old enough. This is for me.” 

Adult yo-yoing is not a new phenomenon, Akers insists. 
“About 35 years ago I had a father/son contest in California 
at a local playground. The men against their sons. The dads 
weren't giving an inch; they were winning. So I said to one, 
“You going to give your son a break?’ ‘Heck no,’ he said. ‘’m 
going after him.” 

he yo-yo world is a brighter place again these days be- 
cause young-at-heart yo-yoers such as Barney Akers have 
picked up their yo-yos again. 

When we met him for the first time in the spring of 1988, 
he confessed, “I don’t think I’ve touched a yo-yo in 5 or 6 
years. I just played golf. I have to reserve some time for loaf- 
ing.” 

He’s put in a lot of practice time lately. “I’m practicing 
again now,” he said. “I have to. When I was on the Smothers 


AD. », oao00oRR 


Use these fun calling cards to promote your business, 
organization, social event, or yourself! 

Ad-Yo’s offer a full 17/4" circle of advertising 
space while creating fun and challenge! 
¢ White, high-impact plastic 
° Attached string 
« Your logo hot stamped on 

viny! colored discs. 
Choose from a variety of colors. 


Call for details! 


(602) 623-9981 
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YOMEGA — THE YO-YO WITH A BRAIN® 


Gem Collection — Yomega—The Yo-Yo With A Brain,® 
in translucent colors. Specify Ruby, Emerald or 
Sapphire. $11.95 each. 


Outrageous Yo™ — New! Transaxle system delivers 


record-breaking spins! Outrageously easy to learn and 
play! $6.95 each. 


Include $2 with each order for shipping and handling. 
Yomega Corp., 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 02720 
(Mass. residents add 5% sales tax) 


Brothers, I think I missed more tricks than any of the others. 
Of course, they’re just kids.” 
To Barney Akers, who is turning 80, 48-year-old Dale 
cae” and 53-year-old Bob Rule may well seem like “just 
‘S 


He proved that yo-yoing keeps you young. “I’m 79, and I 
feel 29,” he said, with a smile. 
Barney turns 80 on Oct. 1. Happy birthday, champ! 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, new 
tricks, etc. Please include your phone number with all letters, 
articles, etc. so we can get back to you if we have questions. 
We will not print your address unless you ask us to. 


Briefs Appreciated 


I enjoyed the most recent issue of Yo-Yo Times. Especial- 
ly the “Briefs” section. I always find it useful. 

Also, thanks to Yo-Yo Times, I got to meet Tom 
Smothers. If it weren’t for your printing the Smothers’ con- 
cert and personal-appearance dates, I wouldn’t have known 
about his appearance at the winery retail store. 

Keep up the great work. 

Kara Sjoblom 
Almeda, Calif. 


An Early Silver Bullet? 


I just acquired a standard-size, sterling silver yo-yo that is 
alleged to have been made in the Twenties. Aside from 
engraved initials, the only writing on the yo-yo is “Gorham 
Sterling Cover 30 Steel Body.” The yo-yo has an intricate 
design on both sides and is well balanced. Does anyone know 
the history or manufacturer of this yo-yo? 

Stephen Ballou 
567 W. Downer Pl. 
Aurora, IL 60506 
312/896-6154 


Active Yo-Yo Promotions 


Thanks for a great publication! 

I have a small toy store. In reading your May-June issue I 
discovered that there was a yo-yo demonstration by the Yo- 
Yo Man (Tom Smothers) at his Kenwood Wine Tasting 
Room. A young customer of mine, Lance, and I went to the 
demonstration. Boy, did we have a great time! 

Lance entered the above-age-15 contest and won first 

lace! I’m not a yo-yoer yet, but I still had a great time talk- 
ing with all the other yo-yoers who were there--Tom Kuhn, 
Dan Volk, Paul Buethe and lots more. 
I found it quite amazing how helpful and encouraging 
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these people were to the kids (of all ages) there, teaching 
them new tricks and sharing general yo-yo information. 

The event was a great success, and Tom Smothers was 
wonderful! 4 

I now have some ideas on how to promote yo-yoing in my 
area. Thanks again to your publication and to Tom Smothers 
for a great day. 

Gloria McCartan 

Roy’s Toys, P.O. Box 1470 

Jackson, CA 95642 
Pickier, Too 

Yo-yoers are better students, right? Just to show you how 
true that is, I managed to catch a couple of errors in your is- 
sues. 

First, in the coupon on the back, you’ve spelled the head- 
line, “Suscribe Today” without a “B,” instead of “SuBscribe 
Today” for the last several issues. 

Second, the ad for the Klutz Yo-Yo Book says that the 
book contains “everything from Rock-the-Cradle to Shoot- 
the-Moon,” yet I can’t find “Shoot the Moon” anywhere in 
the book. 

Just thought you’d like to know. 

Paul Buethe 
Lodi, Calif. 

[Corrections noted, with egg on our face. We've changed 

our ad and notified Klutz about its.] 


Collectors News 


I am a yo-yo collector and enthusiast, primarily interested 
in both ‘ad and wooden models. I am currently seekin 
Cheerios and Duncans but am interested in other models as 
well. 

I feel there is a need for collectors to communicate, and 
your publication is an obvious first choice. If you know of any 
sources that would meet my needs, I would appreciate hear- 
ing about them. 

Rich Falls 
376 Hendy Creek Rd. 
Pine City, NY 14871 


[Rich: Because you and several other collectors have writ- 
ten with similar requests, we have begun a “Classified Ads” 
column in this issue to help you keep in touch.] 
Comparisons Aren’t Odious 


In response to the requests of some of your readers for 
comparisons of yo-yos, I have approximately 100 different 
kinds of yo-yos from approximately 20 different makers. I 


WE'RE ON THE MARKET 
America’s Best! ONE PIECE 
Wooden Yo-Yo 


e Tournament Quality « Dynamically Balanced 
e Spectacular Finishes ¢ Custom Designs, Labeling 
e Rhinestones & Holograms 


Watch for: 
e Limited Edition Yo-Yo Announcements 
e American Spinners Jackets 
e Yo-Yo Cards 


American Spinners Yo-Yo Corp. 
57 Willowbrook Blvd. Suite 406 
Wayne, NJ. 07470 

201-785-1555 

Ask for Bil Cress 
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have given each yo-yo different ratings in different categories 
(e.g., sleep time, number of times around the world, cost, at- 


tractiveness, overall comfort, consistency, loop the loops, a 


If any reader is interested in this list, please sent me a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope. 
, for yo-yo collectors who want to sell or trade, I’m in- 
terested in old and exotic yo-yos. 
Bob Pugh, ”YoRaMa” 
60B Million Dr. 
Camarillo, CA 93010 


Thanks to Tom, Dick and Michael 


We would like to publicly thank Tom and Dick Smothers 
and Michael Preddy (their piano player) for the very 
pleasant visit we had with them in Hampton Beach, NH, at 
the Club Casino. 

It was an honor and a pleasure to meet people of your 
calibre. We never dreamt you would put our Yo-Yo Princess 
(8-year-old Jennifer) on stage with you. 

She had a great time yo-yoing with the Yo-Yo Man and is 
looking forward to seeing you again. 

Yo-Yo Princess 
and The Baybrook Family 
Berkshire, Vermont 


Where Do You Get Those Books? 


I think Yo-Yo Times is great and eagerly await each issue. 
However, I have to admit that each issue costs me money. As 
soon as I finish reading it from cover to cover, I sit down and 
start ordering various new yo-yos or yo-yo related items I 
find in each issue. 

That brings me to the reason for writing. Although books 
on yo-yos are mentioned from time to time, you never seem 
to get around to giving the address of the place where we can 
buy them. I sure would like to see a complete list of yo-yo 
books available and addresses where they can be purchased. 

I would also like to know if there are any other yo-yoers 
down here in my part of the country. 

Keep ‘em spinning. 

Jerry Finley 
Alexandria, Louisiana 

[Okay, Jerry, we’ve printed details about the books before, 
but for those of you who came in late, here they are one more 
time: 

The Klutz Yo-Yo Book, $9.95 plus $1 shipping and han- 
dling, Klutz Press Inc., 2170 Staunton Ct, Palo Alto, CA 
94306, 415/857-0888. It comes with a wooden yo-yo. 

The Duncan Trick Book is available for $1 postpaid from 
Duncan Toys Inc., 15981 Valplast Rd., Middlefield, OH 44062 
(new address). 

The Official Yo-Yo Trick Book, is $1.49-$1.59 retail, from 
Canada Games Company Ltd., 61 Wildcat Rd., Downsview, 
Ontario, Canada M3J 2P5, 416/661-6203. 

The World on a String by Helane Zeiger, is available from 
T.K. Yoyos Ltd., (2383 Califomia St., San Francisco, CA 
94115, 415/921-8138). You can order a single book for $12, or 

five books for $50. The book is also available in a combination 
offer with an autographed Smo-Bro laser-carved yo-yo in a 
velour pouch for $30. Also, the book and a 3-in-1 No Jive ($18 
value alone) are available for $25. Add $2.50 shipping and han- 
dling on all orders. 

The Amazing Yo-Yo Book by Ross R. Olney, was 
published in 1980 by Lothrop Lee and Shepard Books, a 
division of William Morrow and Co. Inc., 105 Madison Ave., 
New York, NY 100106. As far as we know, this one is no longer 
in print, but if enough of us write the publisher, maybe they'll 
reprint it. 

The One and Only Yo-Yo Book by George Malko is cur- 
rently out of print. 

If any readers know of other books in print, let us know and 
we'll publish the details. 


Hummingbird™ 


Mature WwMhol/o, 


World's Premier 
Wooden 
Trick YoYos 


CING 


hummingoird Yoy Company, Ltd. 
32 Water Street - P.O. Box 276 


How I Got Started in Yoing 


I would like to purchase the tape, “It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 

I can hardly wait for it to arrive so I can play it. I do 
demonstrations at the school where I teach and a few other 
places each year. I believe that the tape will make the 
demonstrations even greater than they are now. 

I’m asked by the kids and the adults alike how I got 
started yo-yoing, and it’s my pleasure to tell them my story of 
how a 31-cent investment (that’s how much my first yo-yo 
cost) and a little practice got me where I am today. 

It all started because I wanted a bicycle, and my family 
just couldn’t afford to buy me one. So, I saved my money and 
bought a yo-yo. Before I knew it, I started winning contests. 
The very first year, I won the bicycle I wanted so badly at the 
California State Championship. 

Then, in the next few years I also received patches, 
trophies, a television, airplane trips, $1,500 and two jobs. 

My first job was with the recreation department where I 
began my yo-yo competition. I worked for them while I at- 
tended co ay Then, when I graduated and was looking for 
my first teaching job, my junior high school principal, who 
used to give me so much encouragement, was the one and 
same who hired me as a teacher. 

Yo-yoing has not only been profitable for me, but it has 
also brought me many pleasurable times. Just in the past few 
months I’ve gotten the opportunity to meet and talk over the 
“old times” with some great yo-yoers like Ray Lapitan (one 
of Duncan Yo-Yo’s first demonstrators), Denise McBride, 
Daniel Volk, “The Yo-Yo Guy” Paul Buethe, “Captain Yo” 
Don Watson and “Dr. Yo” Tom Kuhn. In a couple of weeks I 
hope to meet Tom and Dick Smothers at their Tasting Room. 

Yo-yoing has given me some great pleasures in the past, 
but I know that it will continue for many years to come. 
Hooray for yo-yos! 

I’m sure that there are many of your readers who have 
had some great experiences as I have because of yo-yoing. It 
would be nice to hear from some of them. 

Keep up the great work. I really enjoy reading my Yo-Yo 
Times and look forward to receiving it. 

Debbie Gonsalves, ”Yo Deb” 
Fresno, Calif. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


You asked for it! We’ve had repeated requests from 
readers for a “classified ads” section in the newsletter, so 
we’ve decided to start one. 

The cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with a minimum 
charge of $2.50. Single lines standing by themselves (e.g., 
“Let’s Trade Yo-Yos!”) are $1 each for up to 8 words. We 
will print the first few words in boldface unless you Face} 
differently. (Up to four words can be printed in boldface. 

Yo-Yo Times assumes no responsibility or liabilities for 
any claims contained in any ad. Let the buyer beware! 
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Arcade, New York 14009 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


"It’s Yo-Yo Time!" 


The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to . 


Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage," with 
eae yr (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Tires 
egularly $11.95. , 

Limited time only: $5.95 te — gins, 
postpaid Yo-Yo Ti 4 
US. fanids; forehippi 0-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
Canadian addressee add”: Herndon, VA 22070 
$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


_ SMOTHERS BROTHERS WANTED. Need 45s, clip- 
pings, VHS videos (want list avail), press kits, stills, sheet 
music, candids, anything! If you have it, | want it! Kara 
aa 74 Applegate Way, Alameda, CA 94501, 415/769- 


COLLECTOR AND ENTHUSIAST. i Buy Yo-Yos. Spe- 
cial interest in old & wooden models (currently seeking 
“Cheerio”). Any types & quantities considered. Send 
description and/or photo with price to: Rich Falls, 376 
Hendy Creek Rd., Pine City, NY 14871. 

WANTED: Wooden Duncans, Cheerio’s and other od- 
dities. Call or write: Jim Marvy, 5810 Salisbury Ave., Min- 
netonka, MN 55345, 612/935-0307 (daytime) or 612/474- 
7747 (evenings). 

YO-YO COLLECTORS, let’s trade! | have several early 
‘70’s Duncans available ble ae Veivets, Tournaments, 
Brands & Butterflies. Send me a list of your tradeables, & 
I'll send you my list. Dennis Lesley, 8211 5th Ave. No., Bir- 
mingham, AL 35206, 205/836-1520.. 

TRADE OR SELL old Duncan Satellite Yo-Yos. Green, 
pink and blue, unopened, in original display cards. 
Originally sold for 69 cents; “M-1” printed in lower left 
’ corner of display card. Preferred trade for Goody Rain- 
bow, Duncan Jewel and/or Cheerio yo-yos or others. Ted 
Eckel, 203 Mt. Holly Ave. #3, Louisville, KY 40206, 
502/895-9560. 

WANTED TO BUY: Old yo-yos. Highest prices paid. 
Will also do some trading. Richard Nye, 642 W. Shasta 
Ave., Chico, CA 95926, 916/343-7575. 


PROFESSOR YO-YO SAYS... 


”Matt was very interested in the yo-yo for about a 
month,” the letter signed by his mother began. “Then he lost 
interest — after he had purchased several yo-yos. 

”Thank you for the sample issue. We will not be ordering 
[a subscription to Yo-Yo Times] at this time. Good luck on 
your venture,” the letter concluded. 

. Fortunately, we do not get too many letters like this one. 
They make us very sad. To think that promising yo-yo 
champs such as Matt lost interest in the world’s greatest toy! 

What can we do to keep Matt’s interest high — and to 
rekindle that interest if it seems to fade away? 

_ For one thing, local groups of enthusiastic yo-yoers meet- 
ing on a regular basis can apply the necessary context (and a 
little peer pressure) to ensure continued yo-yo-mania. It’s a 
shame that the old-time traveling professional yo-yo man (or 
woman) seems to have all but disappeared. Virtually every 
adult yo-yoer today can tell you about that “most amazing 
man” that they encountered in their childhood, who turned 
them on to the most fascinating spinning device invented. 

The better you learn to yo-yo, the more enduring your in- 
terest is. It’s that way with anything. For example, the 
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youngster struggling to learn to play the piano is tempted to 
give up in frustration many times during the learning years. 
Once that child passes the initial difficult period and be- 
comes reasonably competent at the keys, they’re likely to 
stick with it throughout their lives. Maybe they won’t become 
a professional musician, but it’s a sure bet that 25 years later, 
when there’s a group of people gathered around the piano, 
that that now quite-grown-up piano player will be at the keys, 
leading the group in a rousing song or two. 

The skills you learn as a kid stay with you all your life. 
Learn to ride a bike at age 6, and you'll never forget how. 
Play baseball for a couple of years when you're a kid, and 
you're ready to hit the game-winning home run in a pick-up 
softball game that comes your way 30 years later. Learn to 
read, to add a row of figures, to say the Gettysburg Address 
when you're in school, and you'll never forget how. 

My wife used to be an elementary school teacher. Almost 
every year there would be one or two new students in her 
class who were the children of diplomats from other 
countries, who could not speak a word of English when 
school started. Within two or three years (sometimes 
sooner), they were all— without exception — speaking fluent 
English, without a trace of an accent. 

Kids learn so easily. George Bernard Shaw once wrote, 
“Youth is so wonderful, it’s a shame to waste it on children.” 

When I watch Jennifer Baybrook (age 8) or Robert Lit- 
ton (age 11) do two-handed “loop-the-loops” and realize 
that they mastered, in less than six months, a trick that has 
taken me almost two years to learn at age 40-plus, I’m not 
jealous. Not much. 

But I am inspired to urge the Matts of the world: Don’t 
give up! Let your child-like enthusiasm carry you forward to 
master some of the more difficult yo-yo tricks — or the piano, 
or the math tables, or the Gettysburg Address, or a new lan- 
guage, or whatever it is— while you are still a youngster. 
Don’t quit, no matter what! Do it! 

The skills you learn today will be with you for the rest of 
your life. Keep trying!! Someday you'll be glad you did. 


Deadline for the next issue of ‘YYT’... 


... dS Friday, Oct. 27. Please get your news, new tricks, 
etc. to us by that date. Thank you. 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


[] YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo Times. 
Enclosed is my subscription payment as follows: 
(Payment must be made with order — 
allow 4-6 weeks for first issue) 


[_} 1year of Yo-Yo Times $12.00 
[] 2years of Yo-Yo Times $18.00 
[_] 3years (SAVE $12.00) $24.00 


(International subscribers add $6 per year 
for postage & handling) (2-4) 


NAME 
ADDRESS \ 


CITY STATE ZIP 


Mail this coupon today to: Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


